CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH PARISH COUNCIL                        

MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING ON 5 SEPTEMBER 2023


Meeting held at:	Chapel-en-le-Frith Town Hall

Present:	Cllrs M Chantler (chair), J Adshead, A Beswick, T Dales, M Drabble, C Mabbott, T Norton and S Young  

In Attendance:	P Leppard (Locum Parish Clerk)

Apologies noted:	Cllrs I DePee, A Foreshew-Cain and J Perkins

2 members of the public were present.
________________________________________________________________________________________

24/192	It was noted with sadness that the Council’s former employee Nick Latham has died. The Council expressed its condolences to his family.

24/193	Declarations of Interests None
.
24/194	Requests for Dispensation None
.
24/195	Variations of order of business None
.
24/196	Councillor resignations The resignations of Cllrs S DePee and N Hill were noted. The meeting expressed its appreciation of Cllr Hill’s significant contribution during his years on the Council, and wished him well as he now moves away from the parish.
The Clerk explained the process for filling the vacancies. It was resolved that, if the stage is reached where co-option is permitted, a previously interested candidate should be approached.   

24/197 	Police matters No police report had been received. It was resolved to write to (i) the Section Inspector at Chesterfield, seeking comment re Police non-attendance at a drunk-driving collision on 3 September and (ii) the Chief Constable and Police & Crime Commissioner, seeking resourcing data for High Peak compared to the rest of the Force’s area. 	             Action: Clerk

24/198	Public speaking A member of the public commented on the process for considering planning applications, and offered to be involved in future fund-raising projects. Another member of the public commented on Memorial Park matters.

24/199	  Minutes of the Full Council meetings held on 1 & 8 August 
These were resolved to be approved as a correct record, and signed accordingly.

24/200	  Reports from committees/working-groups
a. Cllr Norton reported that the Planning Committee’s work is proceeding as normal.
b. Cllr Beswick reported on the August meeting of the Amenities Committee.
c. Cllr Dales reported on the August meeting of the Communications Committee.
d. The Regeneration Committee had not yet met. It was resolved to merge the Regeneration and Communications committees into one, with Cllr Dales as chair. The Clerk will draft new Terms of Reference for this committee, for approval at next full Council. 					             Action: Clerk
e. Cllr Norton reported on the August meeting of the Finance & Town Hall Committee. It was resolved that the following councillors will henceforth be signatories on the Council’s bank accounts: Beswick, Chantler, Dales, DePee, Drabble, Norton, Young. 					              Action: Asst Clerk
f. Cllr Young reported on the August meeting of the Personnel Committee. It was resolved (i) to advertise straightaway for the Parks Maintenance Operative vacancy which had just arisen, with the interviewing panel to be the Clerk, the Parks Manager and Cllr Young and (ii) that the Clerk will endeavour to arrange obtain appropriate overtime cover meanwhile. 	                       Action: Clerk
g. Cllr Mabbott reported on the Police Liaison working-group.
h. Cllr Beswick reported on the Remembrance Sunday working-group. It was resolved that a wreath be ordered for each of the Chapel-en-le-Frith and Dove Holes events. 							             Action: Clerk  

24/201 	Amenities Committee It was resolved to abolish the Amenities Committee, its work being instead dealt with as necessary at full Council until further notice.

24/202	Neighbourhood Plan There was currently no progress to report. It was resolved to add Cllr Dales to the membership of the Plan’s working-group.

24/203	Correspondence (a) A draft response to residents of Baldwin’s Gate (Staffs) re neighbourhood planning was approved to be sent, also a letter to Robert Largan MP re the same issue. (b) Cllr Beswick had received correspondence re the area around the Kings Arms; it was resolved that the Clerk would raise the issue with Environmental Health and with County Cllr Gourlay.			     Action: Clerk

24/204 	South Head Drive play area It was resolved that the Clerk will contact Ben Haywood at HPBC re the current position. 		     		     Action: Clerk

24/205	Schedule of accounts for payment It was resolved to approve the attached schedule of payments (totals £17,482.82 + £1,371.13).

24/206	Exclusion of press & public It was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the following item, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1.

24/207	Legal matters Re current court matters, it was resolved:
(i) to note that the complainant had now asked the court to rule on the quantum of costs in the first court case, and to await that ruling.
(ii) to pay £87,000 of those costs on account, as soon as possible.          
(iii) to obtain an expert’s report on certain matters at an expected cost of c.£5,000.
(iv) that the Clerk will re-contact the Council’s insurers re the second court case.
     Action: Clerk
Consideration was given to delegating future decisions on these matters to a smaller group of councillors, but it was resolved not to do so. 				     


The Chair closed the meeting at 2110 hrs.



_________________________
CHAIR
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