Chapel-en-Ie-Frith Parish 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
Held in the Annexe of the Town Hall, Chapel-en-Ie-Frith
On Wednesday 19 April 2023


Present:


Apologies:

In Attendance:

Councillor M Chantler in the Chair
Councillors A Beswick, I DePee, N Hill and T Saxby Three members of the public.
Councillors N Gourlay and S Young
Councillor J Perkins — High Peak Borough Council Mrs SE Stockdale — Clerk of the Council


The Chairman of the meeting welcomed those present to the 127th Annual Parish Meeting.

1. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20 April 2022
The Minutes of the proceedings of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 20 April 2022 were presented and approved.

2. Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council

The Chairman gave a verbal report on the following work that the Council has undertaken in the past 12 months.

The Council obtained a grant of £5,000 from the Police and Crime Commissioners for CCTV in the Memorial Park. This work is still ongoing and will be something for the new Council to take forward.
SHIFT helped the Council obtain a grant of £10,000 from the National Lottery for Calisthenics equipment for the Memorial Park.
SHIFT also arranged activities in Chapel Memorial Park over the summer months A tree sculpture of a ‘Sherwood Forester’ was carved in the Memorial Park.
Benches and picnic tables were purchased for the Memorial Park.
The Council had a joint meeting with the Bowling Club to look at how the Council and Club can work together in the future.
Work started to re-open part of the Leys Allotments site and asbestos found on the site is currently being removed.
The Council arranged the lighting of the beacon on Eccles Pike for the Jubilee in conjunction with Kinder Mountain Rescue Team.
A Ukraine website was created in partnership with Whaley Bridge Town Council. Little Cherubs charity have administered the site and have been instrumental in matching 150 families from Ukraine with families in High Peak and East Cheshire.

The Parish walk leaflets were reprinted as they have proved to be very popular. The Council is working towards a replacement roof on the Annexe.
The Council provided a Warm Room together with Churches Together during the winter months.
A number of Shop front grants were made in conjunction with High Peak Borough Council. Moving forward a better working relationship will be sought with High Peak Borough Council.
The Council made grants to the following organisations:
Tea & Chat Little Cherubs British Legion
Business association for Christmas lights
Friends of Chapel Station to provide artwork on the platform fencing Chapel Mobile Physiotherapy
Chapel Morris Men Chinley Guides
Four Churches in the Parish towards the upkeep of the graveyards
Jubilee grants towards street parties (funded by High Peak Borough Council)

Community Awards made to:
Combs Community Group — for improving and generating community spirit and organising village community events.
Peter Helps — for volunteer work with Chapel Morris Men, New Mills and District Railway Modellers,
Friends of Chapel Station, Chapel Methodist Church and the Mustard Seed Coffee Shop
Caroline Bannon — for establishing Chapel Youth Movement and organising events and activities for young people.
Di Farrow — for volunteer work at Chapel Methodist Church and the Mustard Seed Coffee Shop.
Rebecca Feroleto — for setting up Chapel Runners during lockdown, a group which now has 190 active members.
Frances Cohen - volunteer work generating community spirit over many years, including work at St Thomas Becket Church and Tea & Chat.
Mary Williamson — for volunteer work running Dove Holes Over 60’s Club.

Gary Dobbin —a volunteer for Friends of Chapel Station and leader on many major projects.
Paddy Bann — volunteer and founder of Chapel Good Neighbour Food Network.

The Footpaths Group used the DCC Minor Maintenance grant to lay slate on the footpaths around Combs Reservoir.
Staffing

A new Caretaker was appointed during the year.
Staff have undertaken Fire Training and First Aid Training
A member of the Park Staff is doing a land and wildlife course Staff contracts of employment are in the process of being updated The Council agreed to join the Derbyshire Pension scheme
The Chairman thanked former Councillor Michael Barton who left the Council during the year and who was instrumental in updating staff conditions of service and pension benefits.
The Chairman also thanked former Councillor Tim Saxby for his work on the Communications Committee and his ability to have an impartial way of looking at things together with his input on the Council, which proved valuable.

Both these Councillors will not be standing for re-election in May 2023.
The year has been overshadowed by the Court Case about the MUGA and Skatepark in the Memorial Park and is still ongoing.
The Council will issue a statement in conjunction with its legal advisors when the
case is concluded.
Moving forward the Council will need to work in a more collective way with a new environment for elected members and staff to work together more efficiently.
3. Report from the County Councillors
There were no County Councillors present.
4. Report from the Borough Councillors
There were no Borough Councillors present.
5. Charities within the Parish
Councillor Hill reported on behalf of Chapel United Charities who had six requests for grants in the last year which amounted to £1,815.75.
He commented that this was less than a third of the disposable income and the focus for the coming year will be to raise the profile of the Charity locally.
It was noted that the administrator has not arranged for a new Bank Mandate or uploaded the Annual Return on the Charity Commission website.

6. Friends of Chapel Station
A report from the Friends of Chapel Station, is attached to these minutes.

7. Any matters raised by local electors of the Parish
Councillor Hill and David Stockdale, a resident of South Head Drive, were thanked for their efforts to resolve the play area and open spaces issues on South Head Drive, Chapel-en-ie- Frith.
It was noted that there was an unhelpful article in the local press from the MP which also quoted a Parish Councillor in relation to the S106 money from the Seddon Homes development of Long Lane, Chapel-en-Ie-Frith.
The Council were asked to consider live streaming Council meetings.
The Council was asked why the Court proceedings and where the judgements are in the public arena no statements have been made by the Council. The Chairman advised that the release of information is being undertaken as advised by the Councils legal advisors.
The Chairman advised that the Council will be looking to undertaken an internal review once proceedings are completed.
It was noted by the member of the public that this started in 2020 when seven Councillors resigned due to abuse from other members.
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.25pm.



